
Good morning to all. After a hectic weekend that 
found me in Ellensburg on Saturday and in Chehalis 
on Sunday, I got up this morning feeling all used up. I 
got my cup of coffee and walked over to the window 
and looked out on the Sound. There before me were 
the Olympic Mountains looking back at me. Well that 
is when it hit me as to just how lucky I am. I live in 
the great Northwest, dogging rain drops, while those 
unlucky people in the Northeast are digging out from 
under a snow storm. So I grabbed my boots and went 
out to have some fun with my lawnmower and weed-
eater. Aren’t we a lucky group of people to have 
ended up it the Great Northwest? 
 

Now to the business side of life. The Alexander  
Hamilton Chapter and the Washington State Society 
of the SAR (WASSAR) need volunteers to come 
forth and get involved.  For instance, on the 6th of  
November, Commander Bob O’Neal needed people 
to help him with his WASSAR Color Guard at the    
Auburn Veterans Day Parade. I hope that some of 
you were in Auburn to give Bob a hand.  . 
 

I would like to thank Bob Wagers, Bob O’Neal, 
Chuck Waid and Lee Thomasson for the extra time 
that they spend on behalf of the Alexander Hamilton 
Chapter. 
 

All for now. I look forward to seeing many of you at 
our chapter meeting November 19th at the Fife Bar & 
Grill starting at 9:00 AM. Please “Bee” there! 
 

Awarded an Honorable Mention for the NSSAR Carl F. Bessent Award as an Outstanding Chapter Newsletter, 
2007 & 2011 

THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE ALEXANDER HAMILTON CHAPTER, SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

   VOLUME  11  ISSUE  8    NOVEMBER 19, 2011          EDITOR:  BOB WAGERS  bwagers@comcast.net 

NEXT MEETING 
 

Saturday   

November 19, 2011 
 

    The Worldwide Decline of 
     the Honey Bee Population 
               & its Effect  
 

                                                    Norm Switzer, President, Norm Switzer, President, Norm Switzer, President, Norm Switzer, President,     
                Lewis County Beekeepers AssociationLewis County Beekeepers AssociationLewis County Beekeepers AssociationLewis County Beekeepers Association    
 

Mr. Switzer will discuss the rise and fall of the world-
wide honey bee population and its consequences. Termed 
the Colony Collapse Disorder (CCD), this is a phenom-
ena in which worker bees from a beehive abruptly       
disappear. The environmentalists have been quick to 
blame it on a number of reasons such as chemicals,     
radiation from cell phones and, of course, global     
warming. However, the truth of the matter is that the true 
cause has not been determined. But to underscore the  
importance of this problem, the federal government has 
allocated $80 million to fund research in connection with 
CCD. A don’t want to miss program. 

 

THE ALEXANDER HAMILTON 

Chapter MessengerChapter MessengerChapter MessengerChapter Messenger    

PRESIDENT’S 

MESSAGE 

 

LAST MEETING  

HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Seventeen Compatriots and guests  
participated in the annual chapter 
visit to the Veterans Memorial      

Museum in Chehalis. We were privileged to have the 
current Executive Director of the Museum, Chip Davis, 
in attendance and to provide an update in what is going 
on at the museum, which is definitely a “work in             
progress.” 
 

At the conclusion of Mr. Davis’ talk, the chapter         
presented him with a check for $200 plus $79.00 that was 
collected from the membership. The guided tour follow-
ing the meeting was provided by President Darrell Holt,  
a regular volunteer at the museum.  
 

An unexpected highlight of this meeting was the         
induction of new member Patrick McGuire by State    
President Bob Doughty, assisted by Pat’s wife, Vera. 
Welcome aboard Pat. 

Darrell 
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Happy Thanksgiving  
to all our Members & 

their Families. 



 

COMPATRIOT ACTIVITIES 
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During our visit to the Veterans   
Memorial Museum, Compatriot Bob 
O’Neal presented a 1944 WWII 
Mark-6, 50 Caliber, 3-inch dummy 
cartridge that was used as a practice 
round to train gun crews on US 

Coast Guard vessels. During WWII 
Coast Guard cutters were armed with 

a 50 caliber naval cannon. 
 

Practice cartridges were used to train coastguardsmen and 
sailors on how to load and handle real cartridges without 
using the actual live round. The weight (25lbs) and dimen-
sions (35" in length and 4.25" diameter at the base) of the 
cartridge were exact matches to the actual live cartridge. The 
cartridge is made of wood and metal and is in very good 
condition. Recently, one of these practice rounds was sold 
on EBay for $75.00.  
 

As a former artilleryman, Bob couldn't resist rescuing 
this practice round when a local reserve center was going 
to dispose of it. 

During our recent visit to the 
Veterans Memorial Museum, 
Immediate Past President Lee 
Thomasson presented two  
significant items to the       
Museum: (1) compatriot Harry 

Houston’s obituary and memorial service program, and (2) 
the VIP packet from the 75th anniversary of the first flight 
of the Boeing B-17 which included a commemorative    
bottle of wine with an embossed B-17 on the label. This 
donation was in honor of Lt Col Ken Slaker, USAF (Ret.), 
who flew 50 B-17 missions in WWII and flew the Berlin 
Airlift, bailing out at night in Russian controlled East    
Berlin when his C-47 lost an engine. 
 

Lee & Joyce Thomasson have been on the move again, this 
time to Las Vegas. Not to gamble, but to inspect a motor 
home that their daughter wanted to buy. The purchase has 
been completed and daughter will drive the “rig” to Alaska 
this spring. Lee added, “Saw some interesting country by 
driving the two lane roads back from California. We live in 
a beautiful country.” How very true! (ed.) 
 

The following Alexander Hamilton Chapter members         
participated in the November 10 Auburn Veterans Day  
Parade: Bob O’Neal, Lee Thomasson, Chuck Waid, Dick 
Heinmiller, Ed Tropp, John Herr, Dick Seiber, & Richard 
Land. Driving the classic Cadillac limousine  was Chapter 
Lady Joyce Thomasson. 

 

   

                                            LOOKING AHEAD 
 
 

Nov 6      Daylight Saving Time Ended. Did you set    
     your clocks back one hour? 
Nov 19    Chapter Meeting, Fife Bar & Grill, 9:00AM. 
Nov 24     HAPPYHAPPYHAPPYHAPPY THANKSGIVINGTHANKSGIVINGTHANKSGIVINGTHANKSGIVING    

Dec 7      Pearl Harbor Day 
Dec 10     Chapter Christmas Party 
Dec 16      Battle of the Bulge 
Dec 22      Winter Begins 
Dec 25      Merry Christmas 
Jan 1          Happy New Year 

The following was received from Compatriot Jerry Hull: 
 

“Dorothy & I were back in Massachusetts 
and New York for nearly a month this     
September haunting grave yards of Cape 
Cod, eastern Massachusetts, and mid-New 
York to get photographic images for our ge-
nealogy research. We tried all kinds of ways 
to secure a “readable” image from photos 
from cleaning stones to using shaving cream 

to lend contrast.  Well…rubbings don’t really work either. 
 

So we thought if we could just “bend” the light somehow, 
we might be able to get shadows enough to provide contrast 
making the chiseled words readable. So, we went to the        
local WalMart and found a framed hallway mirror 18” x 28” 
which even had a carrying handle and was quite suitable for 
our purposes at grave sites.  We couldn’t believe our good 
fortune that it cost only $11.00. 
 

For the best results we found that one of us would hold the 
mirror to one side of the stone shining the light at an angle 
from the face while the photographer shaded the sunlight 
with his or her body, shadows would provide contrast 
enough to clearly make out the words chiseled into the 
stones.  It took us some experimenting to get the contrast we 
needed, but for the most part we are happy with our         
effort.  It turned out to be a profitable trip for us.  Oh, and 
when we left the east coast, we gave away the mirror.  For 
what it did for us, we could have paid twice our price and 
still come out ahead.” 

 

 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
 

“America will never be destroyed from 
the outside. If we falter and loose our 
freedoms, it will be because we         
destroyed ourselves.”         Abraham Lincoln 



    
   VETERANS MEMORIAL  

       MUSEUM CORNER 
 

    “They Shall Not Be Forgotten” 
 

We will once again be collecting at 
our November meeting in support of 
this world class facility. All donations 
are tax deductible. Make checks   
payable to VMM.  

 

   CHAPTER BULLETIN 

    BOARD 
 

NoteNoteNoteNote!      !      !      !          NoteNoteNoteNote!  
    !      !      !          

 

   CHAPTER BULLETIN 

    BOARD 
 

NoteNoteNoteNote!      !      !      !          NoteNoteNoteNote!  
    !      !      !          
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Important Message from the 

Raffle Chair 
 

The raffle will be back in action at our    
November meeting, so remember to bring 
those valuable raffle prizes. The “rule of thumb”   
remains: “The prize should be of a quality that you 
the donor would want to win.”   

 

THE ANNUAL DUES DUE DATE OF             

NOVEMBER 15TH                                                     

IS RAPIDLY APPROACHING 

There are still a few Compatriots that have 
not sent their annual dues check to    
Treasurer Mark Difford. Since the due 
date of 15 November is rapidly approach-
ing,  please give this matter your immediate attention 
by making out your check for $60.00 payable to 
“Alexander Hamilton Chapter SAR”  and mailing it to 
Mark today at 35820 57th Avenue S, Auburn, WA 
98001-9303. 

ALEXANDER HAMILTON CHAPTER 

CHAPTER OFFICERS 
 

President Darrell Holt 
Immediate Past President Lee Thomasson 

Vice President Russ Pringle 
Secretary Bob Wagers 
Treasurer Mark Difford 
Chaplain Dick Seiber 

Genealogist Chuck Waid 
Historian Jerry Hull 

Trustee Dick Heinmiller 
Color Guard Captain Lee Thomasson 

   Newsletter Editor Bob Wagers 
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       CHAPTER CHRISTMAS 
     PARTY 
  
When  December 10, 2011  
  5:30PM Social, 6:30PM Dinner 
 

Where  Fife City Bar & Grill 
 

Who  All Alexander Hamilton Chapter     
  members and their guests 
 

Menu/Cost Grilled New York Steak with garlic  
  mashed potatoes or Grilled King  
  Salmon with risotto @ $25.00. 
 

Bring  One wrapped unisex gift per person,  
  cost not to exceed $10.00 
 

For reservations sign the Sign-Up Sheet available at the 
next meeting or return the attached reservation slip or   
contact Chuck Waid at cbwaid@comcast.net or 253-862-
6557. All reservations must be made and paid in full no 
later than December 2, 2011.  Make checks payable to 
Alexander Hamilton Chapter, SAR. 
Please note: We must guarantee a minimum of 30 
meals. So if you make a reservation, you must pay. 

In Sympathy 
 

  Our heartfelt sympathy goes out to 
     the family of June Smith who  
          died October 15, 2011.  
June was the wife of past member Bob Smith and 
attended many of our chapter meetings & functions. 

Chapter Color Guard 
News 

 

Would you like to be a part of 
the Chapter Color Guard? You 
do not need a uniform to partici-
pate in one of our SAR Recruit-
ing Booth events. Just your 
snappy blue blazer with  the 
SAR Blazer Patch will be 
enough. Email or call either Lee Thomasson at 
thephoneman@comcast.net/360-532-9368 or Bob 
O’Neal at wroneal@aol.com/253-752-8242 to       
volunteer or ask questions about our color guard to       
include ordering the colorful SAR Blazer Patch or a     
custom-made period  uniform. 

Call  Captain Call  Captain Call  Captain Call  Captain     

Lee Thomasson          Lee Thomasson          Lee Thomasson          Lee Thomasson          
360360360360----532532532532----9368 9368 9368 9368     

 



 

WASSAR State Color Guard News 
 

Submitted by WASSAR Color Guard Commander Bob O’Neal 
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AUBURN VETERANS DAY  
PARADE 

A total of fourteen (14) Compatriots (plus Joyce 
Thomasson) represented our Washington State      
Society in the 6 November Veterans Day Parade in 
Auburn. There were over 5,500 participating in the 
parade, and an estimated 10,000 spectators along the 
1.3 mile route of march. The weather was excellent. 
 

The performance of the WASSAR group was judged 
by Commander Bob O’Neal as excellent all around. 
This was confirmed by the many “cheers, hurrahs, 
and spontaneous applause” from the spectators along 
the parade route. 
 

The Color Guard performed "Eyes Right!" at the   
reviewing stand and completed the march at approxi-
mately 1335 (1:35PM). 

Marker Dedication at the  
Bigelow House in Olympia 

140 years ago Susan B. Anthony had dinner at the 
Bigelow home in Olympia when she was here to speak 
at the Legislature. To commemorate the event, the       
Daughters of the American Colonists dedicated a 
marker at the Bigelow House, which is one of the   
oldest homes in the State of Washington, October 
16th, 2011. Participating in that significant event was 
Past President and Chapter Color Guard Captain Lee 
Thomasson and WASSAR Color Guard Commander 
Bob O’Neal. 

DAC Western     
Section VP      

Carole Holt & 
Granddaughter     

Marker dedication ceremonies. 

L-R Lee Thomasson, Doug 
Nelson, Secretary of State 
Sam Reed & Color Guard 
Commander Bob O’Neal. 

WASSAR Color 
Guard Commander 

Bob O’Neal in 
charge. 

I am happy to announce 
that we currently have a 
total of nine uniformed 
WASSAR Color Guard 
members, to include       
president Doug Nelson           
of the Silverdale John 
Paul Jones Chapter, 
Alexander Hamilton 
members Fred Ramsey, 
Lee Thomasson, and my-
self on this side of our 

state and Stan Wills, Gale Palmer, John Caskey, Rob 
Goff and Roger Woodruff in Spokane. If there are 
others that would like to join this colorful group   
contact me at wroneal@aol.com. There can be no  
better way to express our goals of History, Education 
and Patriotism. 

Call  Call  Call  Call      
Commander Bob O’Neal Commander Bob O’Neal Commander Bob O’Neal Commander Bob O’Neal     

253253253253----752752752752----8242824282428242    

L-R WASSAR Color 
Guard Cmdr Bob O’Neal, 
CPT Doug Nelson, DAC 
Western Section VP 
Carole Holt, Chapter 
President Darrel Holt, 
Washington State DAC 
Regent Maralyn Ricketts 
& Chapter Color Guard 
Captain Lee Thomasson. 



 

WASSAR MEMBERS IN ACTION 
 

 

WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA DAY 
 

At 9:00 AM on Saturday, December 10, members of the Seattle Chapter, SAR 
will gather with other patriotic organizations at Seattle’s Lake View Cemetery 
to honor veterans during the holiday season as part of the annual Wreaths 
Across America Day. The National Society of the Sons of the American 
Revolution has supported this event for the past four years as part of its    
Partners in Patriotism program. 
 

The ceremony will begin with an honor guard from the Overlake Composite Squadron, Civil Air Patrol, placing 
the colors. Specially designated wreaths for the Army, Marines, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard, Merchant      
Marine, and POW/MIA will then be placed at the cemetery’s flag pole to remember the soldiers, sailors, airmen, 
and marines who served, to honor their sacrifices, and to teach our younger generations about the high cost of 
our freedoms. This ceremony will take place at the same time at over 600 participating locations across the 
United States, including 17 in Washington. 
 

In addition to these ceremonial wreaths, sponsored wreaths will be placed on veterans’ graves near the flag pole. 
These wreaths were donated by members of the Seattle Chapter and other Seattle-area patriotic organizations. 
This year, over 250,000 wreaths will be placed, by over 70,000 volunteers, on veterans’ graves in every state in 
the country as part of the Wreaths Across America mission to Remember, Honor and Teach. 
 

Ed note: WASSAR Color Guard Commander Bob O’Neal reports that although the WASSAR Color Guard will not 
be  involved, Commander Bob O’Neal will play taps at this event.  

 

 

SCHOOL LIVING HISTORY PROGRAM 
 

The School Living History programs are presented in period uniform by WASSAR Color Guard members,    
assisted by members of the WASSAR Color Guard Committee. These events are the essence of our SAR       
patriotic, historical and educational objectives - events that these children will never forget. If you are        
interested in the fun and personal satisfaction of presenting living history to kids and adults, contact one of the 
following for details: 
 

Commander (LTC) Bob O’Neal - Tacoma 253-752-8242 
Captain Lee Thomasson - Hoquiam 360-532-9368 
Captain Doug Nelson - Poulsbo 360-779-2431 
Captain Stan Wills - Spokane 509-257-2877 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Compatriot Stan Wills, President Spokane 
Chapter, speaking to the students at  Barrows 
Bay Elementary School. 

Compatriot Doug Nelson, President 
John Paul Jones Chapter, speaking to 
the students at Sakai Intermediate  
School, Bainbridge Island. 

Compatriot Bob O’Neal, Commander. 
WASSAR Color Guard, with students 
from the Heritage Christian School,     
University Place. 

5 



HISTORY OF THE COLOR GUARD 

 

The Color Guard of the 21st century is primarily 
ceremonial in terms of purpose and duty. However, 
the origins of the Color Guard are based in military 
practicality. The following is a concise history of 
the origin of the Color Guard. 
 

During the 18th and 19th centuries, flags were   
referred to as “the Colors.” These colors were of 
primary importance to the military regiment or   
brigade as the line of battle was formed around the 
colors of the unit, which were placed at the center 
of the line. These colors were easily seen through 
the smoke of battle. If the colors advanced, the line 
would advance. If the colors retired, the line would 
retire.  
 

As battles progressed and casualties mounted, the line would contract to the colors. In effect, the colors 
would serve as a rallying point if the line was broken or the men became dispersed. Thus, success in battle 
was often dependent on the handling of the colors. 
 

The importance of the colors was so significant that a ceremony was performed before battle called “The 
Trooping of the Colors.” The men of the regiment or brigade were assembled on the  parade ground in camp 
and the colors were paraded before them. This way, each man would see and thus be certain of his colors  
before taking the field of battle. 
 

Likewise, while there could be many diverse objectives in a battle, one of the most  important was capturing 
of the colors of the enemy unit. This would deprive the enemy of their primary means of control and rallying 
point during the battle. To prevent this, regiments and brigades would select the most valiant men to protect 
the colors and color bearer. These men comprised the “Color’s Guard,” a posting of great honor and source 
of pride. As in years past, this posting continues to be a position of honor. 
 

Our Washington Society Color Guard is representative of the Color Guard that fought with State and       
Continental regiments in our Glorious Revolution.  We wear our uniforms and carry our precious Colors 
with great pride in these United States of America. 
 
Source: pp. 1-2 of the NSSAR Color Guard Handbook, July 10, 2010.  (Bob O’Neal) 

 

   The WASSAR Color Guard is… 
 

   The Living History Creed 
 

We are people to whom the past is forever speaking. We listen to it because we cannot 
help ourselves, for the past speaks to us with many voices. Far out of that dark        
nowhere, which is the time before we were born, men who were flesh of our flesh and 
bone of our bone, went through fire and storm to break a path to the future.  

 

We are part of the future they died for. They are part of the past that brought the future. What they did – the 
lives they lived, the sacrifices they made, the stories they told and the songs they sang and finally, the deaths 
they died – make up a part of our own experience. We cannot cut ourselves off from it. It is as real to us as 
something that happened last week. It is a basic part of our heritage as Americans. 
 

Bruce Catton, Historian  
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    John Baxter                                 
 

                                Private 1776-1783 
          2nd  & 4th  Regiments of Westchester NY Militia 
 

                                     Ancestor of 
                     Compatriot Robert Dale Parrish 
                    Son of the American Revolution 
 

John Baxter (1760-1841) enlisted in the 2nd Regiment of the  
Westchester County, New York Militia on 24 April 1776.  Two 
months later General William Howe and the British army arrived 
in New York. On 15 September 1776 General Howe landed about 
12,000 men on lower Manhattan, forcing General George     
Washington to retreat to the north.  In October 1776 Howe landed 

troops in Westchester County, attempting to encircle Washington, but Washington again 
withdrew farther north.  At the end of 1776, the British Army, aided by Loyalist groups, 
controlled Manhattan, Long Island, and Lower Westchester. Patriot forces were           
stationed in the region north of the Croton River around Peekskill in Dutchess County.  
The area between the two armies became a no-man’s land; a battleground for armed 
forces and for marauding bands operating independently. 
 
On 24 June 1779, while on picket duty John Baxter and twenty-three other patriot       
soldiers were captured and imprisoned in an old sugar house on Liberty Street in New 
York City.  During the capture John was wounded in the left shoulder and arm by a Tory 
named Underhill.  After the Revolution John heard that Underhill was living in Nova 
Scotia and sent him word that he would kill him if they ever met again. 
 
One account says that when John was brought in wounded and bleeding, a British officer 
had pity on him and proposed sending him home.  He was then not yet nineteen and had 
served over three years. Then John’s Uncle Samuel, who had joined the British, said, 
“Let the damned rebel die, there will be one less to hang when the war is over.”  (After 
the war was over the state of New York confiscated Tory property--John received twenty
-eight acres that had been owned by his Uncle Samuel.) 
 
While in captivity smallpox attacked John Baxter and his fellow prisoners, killing all but 
six.  On 9 January 1780 John and the other survivors were exchanged.  In 1781, after he 
had recovered from both the smallpox and his wounds, John enlisted in the 4th Regiment 
of the Westchester County Militia in which his father Pettit Baxter was serving.  At the 
end of the Revolution he applied for and received a disability pension.  He drew that  
pension until he died on 28 November 1841 at the age of 81. 
 
Sources: “New York in the Revolution,” originally published as “Documents Relating to the Colonial History 

of the State of New York, Volume XV,” Berthold Fernow, Albany, NY, pages 321, 548 and 551 and “New 

York in the Revolution as Colony and State,” James A. Roberts, Albany, NY, pages 41, 214, 266, 271, 544.

  

 

   Alexander Hamilton Chapter, S.A.R.  9/11/2011 
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CHRISTMAS PARTY CHRISTMAS PARTY CHRISTMAS PARTY CHRISTMAS PARTY     
 

December 10,  2011December 10,  2011December 10,  2011December 10,  2011    

5:30 PM5:30 PM5:30 PM5:30 PM    
 

Choice of  
Grilled New York Steak with garlic mashed potatoes or Grilled King Salmon with 

tomato, basil & steamer clam risotto@ $25.00, all inclusive. 
 

Bring one appropriately wrapped unisex gift not to exceed $10.00 for a  
gift exchange. One gift for each person attending,  please. 

 

Fife City Bar & GrillFife City Bar & GrillFife City Bar & GrillFife City Bar & Grill    
3025 Pacific Highway E, Fife3025 Pacific Highway E, Fife3025 Pacific Highway E, Fife3025 Pacific Highway E, Fife    

RESERVATION SLIP 
 

Name _____________________________________Guest ______________________________________ 
 

Chapter___________________________________ Office ______________________________________ 
 

Request ____ New York Steak  ____ King Salmon @ $25.00 =  $ _______________. 
 

 

Please make checks payable to:  Alexander Hamilton Chapter, SAR 
Mail to:  Compatriot Charles V. Waid, 21015 Spring Haven Way. Bonney Lake, WA 98390, so as to   
arrive on or before December 2, 2011. 

fÉÇá Éy à{x TÅxÜ|vtÇ exäÉÄâà|ÉÇfÉÇá Éy à{x TÅxÜ|vtÇ exäÉÄâà|ÉÇfÉÇá Éy à{x TÅxÜ|vtÇ exäÉÄâà|ÉÇfÉÇá Éy à{x TÅxÜ|vtÇ exäÉÄâà|ÉÇ    
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For reservations contact Compatriot Chuck Waid (253-862-6557, cbwaid@comcast.net) or return the  
Reservation Slip to Compatriot Charles V. Waid, 21015 Spring Haven Way, Bonney Lake, WA 98390. 
All reservations must be made and paid in full no later than December 2, 2011. Make checks       
payable to Alexander Hamilton Chapter, SAR 


